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Lot of Controversy' 

Richard Nixon's View of His Political 


T?w TnRn W MrMillan fighters for freedom (Cuban ex- 
fiy Jonn n. mciviuian virtually no sup- 

Of The Gazette port from our government.” 

Editorial Staff Newspaaem ien, who had read 

the book, jasked^g^asidfi^ Ken- 

Some Republicans said Bich- 

ard M. Iflxon, their 1960 prg|; ver Jir^M CM. ahout Nix- 

dential candidate, was tod-^; chwgf T 


soft.” Ncf one will make suck ^ived a briefing about the Cu- 
an accusation against Nixon in, ban invasion plans, 
his new role as author. Th^ Six Crises 

NixOTi> venture into autobiO-,.^; hook is his descfip- 

grap&y,. !^SiifcCct5S®>” wd? pul> pj six critical periods in 
lished today by Doubleday & his public life; ' 7^ 

Co. In its 460 pages, Nixon i. His trole on the House Com; 
writes about the political per- ufi-Americatf Aptiyi- 

sonalities and issues , of the t048 when he led the 


postwar years. 

M he himself said la3t week, 
'‘There will be a lot of contro- 
versy over the book, I 
imagine.” 

Views of Republicaftif , 

Nlxdn portrays Dwight D. 
Eisenhower as a great leader 


ties in 1948 when lie led the 
attack on , Alger Hiss, onethnd 
State Department official ac- 
cused of ham| „heen a Com*' 
munift.4 ^ 

2. defense d! -the Mxps. 

f und :^hen he was runnfhl; 
for president on^^t^f^ Et 
senhower ticket; in \ 

3. His leadership of govern- 


and a political neophyte. Thom-^ n-^0nt hi 1955 when President 
as E. Dewey , emerges as;,; 

powerful behind - the,.*-... ^ 
worker despite his two; His visit to South America 
in presidential races. he -was almost 

ter Dulles is 


killed by Communist - inspired 
mobs in Caracas, Venezuela. 

5. His trip to Moscow in 
1959 when he and Premier 
Khrushchev carried on the fa- 
;mcrus “kitchen debate'* in the 
United States exposition there; 

6. His campaign fof .thl^^i- 
dency. 

Race For Proildent 

Of these six “crises’* in Nix- 
on’s life, the public presum- 
ably will be most.Mter!5sted::feL 
the presidential c,ampaign.^ 

^ According to thq; (Jallup Poll, 
President Kennedy ' is noW ex- 
tremely popular with a; ^Sian- 
tial majority of die, American 
people. Yet Kennedy defeated 
Nixon by only 119,^ ,J^ptes 
less than two years 'ago. Why 
did Nixon lose? ^ 

„ ]Nixon does not cdmd to gi'ips 
with this question directly. And 
he concedes that Kennedy had 
something to do -with it. 

Considering Kennedy’s assets, 
NixoiLSi^rhes, “from a per- 
sonal^dpoint, he' had high 
intellipe, great energy, and 
a papcu^ly ^ effective televis- 
ion rifrs^lity. He also. had un- 


limited money which already 
had enabled him to employ a 
large, skilled staff of organi- 
zers, speech-writers, pollsters, 
and others essential for a suc- 
cessful campaign. . 

He also dotes, “Gallup, Ro- 
per, and the other pollsters re- 
.ported after the election that I 
'got the lowest percentage of the 
Catholic vote of any Republi- 
can presidential candidate in 
- history (22 per cent) and that 
: there was not a corresponding 
and balancing shift of Protest- 
ants away from Kennedy.” 

While Nixon does not pin 
‘down one factor as responsible 
for his loss, he does indicate 
he would conduct another cam- 
paign differently. 

He would not again visit all 
50 states — especially if his 
campaigning time were short- 
ened by an injury as was the 
case in 1960. 

He would spend “more tinie 
. , . thipkipg and planning and 
. . . less time traveling and 


affection and admiration. 

But most of all, as 
autobiography, the spotlighT^^ 
on the author. Nixon, 
prislngly, sees hirbself 
of principle, battling boBri^^ 
fates and his political 
Fortunately, this emphasis* 
self is mitigated by Nixpn^? k.- 
willingness to admit 
strategy over the years.^. 

Already the book has 
up a storm of debate. \ 

The Cuban Affair \L' 

Nixon asserts that hk J op- 
ponent m 1960, John F, K^ n- 
nedy, had been to ld by Gen: 
tral JateWgence3g?S^^ 

United States was aicBSig the 
Cuban exiles in the plan to in- 
vade their homeland. 

Nevertheless, Nixon adds, 
Kennedy irresponsibly declared 
in the campaign that “these 
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Nixon was in this car when attacked in Venezuela 
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would pay legs attention 
^ ^ issues and more to appear- 
^ a nee. 

Another View 

Nixon*s book is the second 
major commentary on the 1960 
campaign. The other is Theo- 
dore H. .White’s *The Making 
of The President 1960.” 

Nixon and White agree at 
several points in their studies 
of campaign strategy. But they 
differ radically in . discussing 
Uie question of President Eb 
senho wer ’s p articipation , ^ ,;^the 
i960 campaign. 

Said White, “The fapt that 
Eisenhower did not {get into the 
campaign much more than he 
did), the fact that the Presi- 
dent wanted to do so much 
more, the fact that Elsenhower, 
with his magic name, sat wait- 
ing for a call to participation 
that never came, still rankles 
bitterly among Eisenhower men 
and, probably, in the memory 
of the ex-president himself.” 

What Nixdn Says 

Nixon comment s, '‘Eisen- 
hower had decided this was 
the time for him to move into 
action.” 

In other words, Nixon thought 
the initiative should come from 
Eisenhower. 

Nixon also describes other in- 
cidents in which he and Eisen- 
hower were unable to commun- 
icate. ' , 

Many readers will find them- 
selves fascinated by Nixon's rel- 
atively candid description of po- 
litical life. Others will read 

Nixon’s tale of his visit to 
Latin Arherican as an adventure 
story of the first rank. 

All, no doubt, will wonder 
whetlier Nixon’s book will help 
or hurt his political future. 
Many politicians, surely, prefer 
that defeated candidates remain 
silent, as Dewey and Adlai 
Stevenson did. But the public 

may like the idea of having 

political campaigners speak out 
L’eely. 
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